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SUB J : DC'S HOLD ON TRIESTE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT BROKEN 

1 . DC'S 20- YEAR MONOPOLY ON PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT IN TRIESTE 
WAS BROKEN FEBRUARY 7, BY COMBINED FORCES OF THE PSI, PCI, 

PSDI, AND PLI. THE ALL-DC MINORITY GIUNTA HAD BEEN UNDER 
CONSTANT ATTACK SINCE ITS INCEPTION SEVEN MONTHS AGO. IN 
ATTEMPTING TO HEAD OFF DISSOLUTION OF HIS GIUNTA. FORMER 
PRESIDENT MICHELE ZANETTI (DC) HAD OFFERED A PROGRAMMATIC 
ACCORD TO THE DC OPPONENTS BUT THE SOCIALISTS IN SHARP 
CONTRAST TO THEIR BEHAVIOR IN OTHER PROVINCES REFUSED TO 
DEAL. DENIED AN EFFECTIVE VOICE IN EARTHQUAKE MATTERS, THE 
OSIMO TREATY, ETC., THE SOCIALISTS APPARENTLY ARE DETERMINED 
TO BE AS OBSTREPEROUS AS POSSIBLE WITH THE DC IN THE FRIULI 
VENEZIA GIULIA. 

2. INCOMING PROVINCIAL PRESIDENT LUCIO GHERSI (PSI 
PROVINCIAL SECRETARY FOR TRIESTE) IS NOW FACED WITH PUTTING 
TOGETHER A SLATE OF PROVINCIAL COUNCILORS. 

THE TASK IS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE SINCE THE PSI AND PCI TOGETHER 
DO NOT COMMAND A MAJORITY AND ANY COMBINATION INVOLVING THE 
PCI WILL NOT BE SUPPORTED BY THE SMALLER LAY PARTIES. ONE 
POSSIBLE OUTCOME MAY BE EARLY PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS (NOW DUE 
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IN 1980) TO BE HELD SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE TRIESTE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR THIS YEAR. 

3. AN ANALOGOUS SITUATION EXISTS IN TRIESTE MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL WHERE DC MAYOR SPACCINI HAS RESIGNED. THE DC HAS 
22 OF THE 60 SEATS, HOWEVER, AND A PSI/PCI ALLIANCE CANNOT 
COMMAND ANYWHERE NEAR A MAJORITY. 
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4. COMMENT: DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TRIESTE PROVINCIAL AND 
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS ARE FURTHER SIGNS OF THE TIMES AND 
OF THE WEAKENING DC GRIP ON ITS OLD FIEFDOMS. WHILE PCI 
DOES NOT HAVE THE CLOUT HERE THAT IT HAS IN VENICE AND 
ROVIGO, IT DOES HAVE ENOUGH TO BLOCK PROPOSALS IT FINDS 
UNCONGENIAL. EARLY ELECTIONS MAY CLEAR THE AIR BUT THE 
QUESTIONS OF EARTHQUAKE RELIEF, OSIMO AND THE FUTURE OF 
TRIESTE MAY SERVE ONLY TO OBSCURE THE ISSUES AND FURTHER 
COMPLICATE MATTERS. MOEN. 
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